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by no means universal. Their incidence cannot., as will be
seen later, be accounted for by environment, and no un-
prejudiced person can attribute them to the similar working
of the human mind, since such similarity is meaningless if
it is not universal. The argument for its existence is merely
circular: how do we know that the human mind always works
similarly? Because we find similar inventions and customs
all over the world; why do we find similar inventions and
customs all over the world? Because the human mind always
works similarly.
Such a travesty of logic could never have found acceptance
were it not that it supplies a felt want, the want of many
scientists and nearly all scholars for a theory which will help
them to put a ring-fence round the subject of their studies.
If classical scholars had to admit that Greek culture, far
from being the product of the special genius of the Greek
race* imposed upon the general genius of the human race,
was really the fruit of a tree whose roots extended as far
afield as Egypt, Mesopotamia, Persia, and even India, they
would have either to widen the range of their studies or
abandon their pretence to a localized omniscience. And if
Americanists had to admit the possibility., which becomes
more and more a probability, that the civilization of Middle
America came from Asia, then they would be reduced to the
status of experts in a group of provincial cultures.
One of the greatest dangers to our civilization is that
nearly all knowledge is in the minds of professionals, of
people who are paid to teach or act upon a certain set
of supposed facts, and who take as an insult or a threat
any suggestion that these supposed facts are inaccurate or
incomplete. To all of these (and to aU nationalists) the theory
of diffusion is anathema., since it lets the deep sea into scores
of little ponds, upon which little experts sail fleets of toy
boats. These toy boats cannot survive in the sea of diffusion,
which requires a well-found vessel carrying a large crew.

